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bv Napoleon and his nominees, except the British Isles in
the extreme west, and Russia and Turkey in the extreme
east. Napoleon did his best to conquer the British. He
might have succeeded if he could have gained control of the
sea, for then he could have stopped their trade, captured
their colonies and even invaded England. He kept a huge,
splendidly trained army all ready for this purpose at Bou-
logne on the French side of the channel, with boats to take
them across as soon as the way was clear. Luckily for the
British, their navy blocked the way, and though Napoleon
tried to starve them by forcing all the nations of Europe
to stop trading with Great Britain, he did not succeed be-
cause the British navy kept the sea-ways open. It was during
this time that the famous naval battle of Trafalgar was fought
between the British and the French, with Nelson as the
admiral of the British navy. The French navy was com-
pletely defeated, and the British kept the control of the seas.
It was Napoleon's attempt to stop the other nations of
Europe from trading with the British, which really began
his downfall. Though he had not actually conquered
Russia, Napoleon forced the Russian emperor to be his
ally, after he had defeated the Russian armies. But the
Tsar refused to obey Napoleon's order not to trade with the
British, Napoleon was furious and determined to punish
the Tsar by invading and conquering his country. In 1812
he marched into Russia with an army of more than half a
million splendidly trained and experienced soldiers. But
those men marched to their doom. They were defeated not
by die Russian armies, but by the Russian climate. They
defeated the Russian army; they actually entered Moscow,,
the Russian capital. But they found the city in flames and
not a scrap of food to eat in it* Everywhere, the Russians
had destroyed the crops and the food supplies before they
retreated. The French were starving. And then the winter
came. Winter in Russia is much more extreme than in
France; it is terribly cold. There was nothing to be done
except try to march back to France, two thousand miles or
more, as far as from Kashmir to Cape Coxnorin. Not only